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To meet the increasing demand for in-
formation and in-depth knowledge of as-
tronomy and astrophysics, for over ten 
years INAF-OAPa has been engaged in 
the popularization and promotion of scien-
tific culture, through outreach activities 
carried out at the Observatory, at the Uni-
versity of Palermo, in schools and else-
where.  

Schools and the general public can 
take guided tours of the Museo della Spe-
cola and daytime and night-time observa-
tions of the Sun and the sky.  The scien-
tific culture is also diffused by means of 

seminars, conference cycles, exhibitions 
and meetings. 

Every year a rich schedule of events 
and initiatives is programmed, which relies 
on contributions from the Ministry of Edu-
cation, the University of Palermo and oc-
casionally from local authorities and foun-
dations.  

The programme includes international 
events, such as the European Research-
ers' Night, initiatives at the national level 
like Settimana della Cultura Scientifica e 
Tecnologica (Scientific and Technological 
Cultural Week), and the local 'Palermo 
apre le porte' exhibitions. When events of 
an astronomical nature occur, such as 
lunar or solar eclipses, transits of planets, 
passages of comets and meteor showers, 
specific initiatives are usually organized. 

Since 2007, the Observatory has been 
a credited site for the national “Servizio 
Civile” projects (through the University of 
Palermo); volunteers selected for the an-
nual projects assist in the popularization 
activities. 

The Observatory is also committed to 
instruction activities, addressed to teach-
ers and students from any school grade; it 
cooperates with researchers from the 
Physics and Astronomy Department in 
carrying out national programs such as 
the Progetto Lauree Scientifiche (Science 
graduation project), aimed to pre-
university education, and is part of a net-
work together with schools, universities 
and other research bodies. 

Sun observations from the Palermo Cathedral on 11.05.2008 
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OUTREACH EVENTS 
 

Settimana della Cultura Scientifica 

Settimana dell'Astronomia 

Palermo apre le porte 

Notte dei Musei 

La scuola adotta un esperimento 

European Researchers’ Night 

Progetto Lauree Scientifiche 

Visits to the Museo della Specola 

Night sky observations 

Sun observations 

A spasso per l’Universo 

Astrogiochi 


